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RAISING  THE  BAR  TO  NEW  HEIGHTS

Holly Fujie, a woman of influence in the legal profession, embraces the challenges of being the current President of the 
State Bar of California.

Growing up, Holly Fujie thought about 
what she wanted to do professionally 
with her life and narrowed it down to 
doctor, professor or lawyer.  

Whether she was smart enough to 
pursue any of them was never an issue.  
In fact, it was more like was school 
sharp enough for her, because it was so 
seamless it almost made her head spin.  
She had skipped two grades by the time 
she was nine, graduated from high 
school at age 16 and finished college in 
three years.  

By then, Fujie had decided to pursue 
law.   She graduated from UC Berkeley 
School of Law "Boalt Hall#, and the 
Oakland native moved to Los Angeles 
to begin what has become a ground$
breaking career.  In 1978, she joined a 
firm of 70 lawyers as a litigator, became 
a partner in two subsequent firms and is 
now a shareholder at Buchalter Nemer, 
a business law firm in Los Angeles.

And last July, Fujie added quite a feather 
in her cap when she was elected 
president of the State Bar of California.  
The state bar is an administrative arm 
of the California Supreme Court, and 
its membership of more than 217,000 
includes all practicing lawyers in the 
state. 

Prior to being elected president, Fujie 
had served two years as a governor of 
the state bar representing Los Angeles 
County and one year as vice president.  
Becoming only the third woman chosen 
as president since the organization was 
established in 1927, Fujie took o%ce in 
September and made it clear that one of 
her major talking points during the next   

BY JOHN SAITO,  JR.

year would be the issue of diversity in the 
legal profession.  

“When I was first elected to the board of 
governors,” Fujie said in her inaugural 

address before a crowd of 1,000 in 
Monterey, Calif., “a friend asked me why 
I wanted to serve.  After a lot of thought, 
my final answer was,  “Because when I 
started practice, I didn’t think it would 
still be this way now.”

“And what I meant is that for those of us 
women and minorities who began 
practicing in the seventies, we truly 
believed $ perhaps naively $ that it would 
just be a matter of time before the sheer 
numbers would cause the profession and 
the bench to reflect the diversity of the 
population.

“Instead, 30 years later, I am still 
speaking on panels and serving on task 
forces on retaining and advancing women 
in the profession and increasing diversity 
on the bench.

Current statistics show that 83 percent of 
the state bar membership is white and 68 
percent are male.  

In an interview in December, Fujie said 
that she received several hate e$mails 
from constituents who read the text of 
her speech on the state bar’s website.

“I feel it’s my obligation to speak up,” 
Fujie said, adding that she felt her 
address was balanced and inclusive.  
“People look at you and that’s what 
they see.  It’s part of who I am.” 

If diversity is part of her DNA, then it 
started in a hardscrabble section of 
Oakland, where Fujie was one of a few 
Japanese Americans growing up among 
African Americans.  Her parents were 
raised in the Bay Area and then sent to 
an interment camp in Topaz, Utah, 
during World War II.  Before the war, 
her father, Asa, was a student at UC 
Berkeley.  Due to relocation, he would 
earn his degree at Brigham Young 
University and become an insurance 
agent.  Her mother, Sonoko, was a 
secretary who would later start a 
thriving business as a tax accountant.

In fact, the internment was the subject 
of Fujie’s monthly column in December 
for the California Bar Journal, in which 
she detailed the saga of her maternal 
grandfather who was detained by FBI 
agents on Dec. 7, 1941, for being the 
principal of a Japanese language school 
in San Francisco.  Koichi Suzuki was 
never charged with any crime, and in 
the ultimate twist, he was asked to 
teach Japanese to U.S. naval o%cers in 
Boulder, Colo.  He took the job.

She credited her mother for becoming a 
self$made career woman who deftly 
balanced work, family, and community 
a&airs.  That model continues to serve 
Fujie well, now more than ever with her 
duties a state bar president. 

CONTINUED on PAGE 2
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RAISING THE BAR CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE I

On the personal side, she is married 
to Lee Cotugno, a Beverly Hills 
attorney who practices employment 
law.  He was her moot court advisor at 
Boalt Hall, and the couple married 
the day after she finished law school.  
They have a daughter, Sabrina, who is 
a freshman at the California Institute 
of the Arts, and a son, Thomas, 12.

With their blessing and a flexible 
work schedule, Fujie $ who is a 
member of the West L.A. JACL and 
once earned a '100 scholarship from 
a Bay Area JACL chapter as a high 
school senior $ will continue to delve 
head$first in her obligations.  
Meetings and speaking engagements 
across the state and all parts of the

 

country will keep her busy each week 
through the rest of her term.
And she was recently named chair of 
Senator Dianne Feinstein’s judicial 
advisory committee to President 
Barack Obama to screen nominees 
for the position of U.S. central district 
court judge in California.

In closing her inaugural address, Fujie 
made a simple, yet succinct appeal to 
those who could help bring more 
diversity to the ranks.

“What can you, individually, do that 

will make the profession more 
diverse?  One word $ mentoring. By 
mentoring an individual woman or 
minority attorney, you can influence 
that one attorney to stay and succeed 

in what could otherwise seem to him 
or her to be a hostile profession.            
Work with those mentees to help 
them succeed.

”Introduce them to your clients, help 
them to develop business and 
encourage them to take leadership 
positions in the bar and in your firm,” 
she said.
Expect that to be a familiar refrain 
whenever Fujie goes on the speaking 
circuit.

“Its about helping "women and 
minorities# to succeed, making 
themselves known and powerful,” she 
said.

“I never thought an Asian American 
could become president of the bar.  
It’s empowering.”
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All this comes at a cost and we have to find ways to generate 
participation and raise funds so that these programs or other 
e&orts continue.  

JACL National Headquarters in San Francisco reports that 
West Los Angeles has 406 members, the largest chapter in 
the Pacific Southwest District.  It is the sixth largest chapter 
in the entire nation behind San Francisco, San Mateo, 
Chicago, Sacramento, and Portland respectively.   All of these 
chapters have seen a slight decline in membership over the 
years.  The chapter receives a small stipend from the 
membership dues but it is minimal.  However, it does help so 
if you can enlist others from your circle of friends or family 
to join, it would be beneficial. Go to www.jacl.org  to 
download an application or contact any board member.

On Sunday, September 27, 2009, the WLA JACL will 
present the Aki Matsuri Boutiqu! "which was formerly 
sponsored by the WLA Auxiliary#.  This has been one of the 
favorite boutiques of its kind and will be the chapter’s first 
fundraising event in many years.  We would appreciate 
volunteers to help in any way and will look forward to your 
support in making this a successful event.

We would like to hear from you on ideas to help keep our 
programs going and on other issues you feel should be 
addressed.  The future of our chapter depends on the people 
in it.  

The WLA JACL meets on the fourth Monday of each month 
at 7:00 PM at the Pacific Commerce Bank located at 11300 
W. Sawtelle Blvd.  Your participation is welcome.  

For questions, call Sandy Toshiyuki at 310.399.4526; email 
sanfran508@gmail.com  or Jean Shigematsu at 310.207.3688; 
email: jshige@earthlink.net

In November 2008, the WLA chapter sent out ballots to 
the membership.  We hope that you took the time to vote.  
The o%cers and board directors will work toward the 
betterment of our member’s interests.  

Mainly, our chapter has annually awarded scholarships to a 
graduating high school senior about to attend college and 
the Hattori Memorial Medical School Scholarship to a college 
student accepted to medical school, to ease their college 
education costs.  Also, we sponsor a young woman "Miss 
Western Los Angeles# to participate in the Nisei Week 
Festival to further her knowledge of  Japanese and Japanese 
American culture and communities. This year, we are 
adding an internship program "see Page 3# to work on 
developing our community outreach. 

mailto:jshige@earthlink.net
http://www.jacl.org
http://www.jacl.org
mailto:sanfran508@gmail.com
mailto:sanfran508@gmail.com
mailto:jshige@earthlink.net
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2008 Nisei Week Court!s Goodwill Trip to Our Sister City Nagoya

By Kie Ito, Miss Western Los Angeles 2008

Nisei Week is no beauty pageant, it is something far more. Not quite like a sorority, but 

the sisterhood bond is definitely there. !To be a member of the 2008 Nisei Week court 

is to be a proud representative of the Japanese American Community.  It is also like an 

internship. 

This past October, I was fortunate to travel to our sister city, Nagoya, Japan. 

I witnessed the strong bond between our two communities.  I had the experience of  

interacting with many people, business owners and speaking in front of large crowds.!

Gratefully, my uncle and grandmother were able to join me in Nagoya, Japan. There, 

we took part in the Nagoya Festival and participated in their parade!  I was very excited 

to see the all the people in the huge crowd.!I also enjoyed the hot springs at the 

"Suimeikan" in Gero. The onsen (hot springs), was a very cultural and relaxing 

experience. We stayed in Japan for a week and a half.  I cannot be more thankful for 

this unforgettable experience!

Our next goodwill trip will be around the end of March to Hawaii, for their Cherry 

Blossom Festival.

Until then, the 2008 court will be at events supporting our community!

CHAPTER   INTERNSHIP   PROGRAM  "  A   NEW   DIRECTION
Through discussions at the November and December board meetings, the development of an internship program has evolved to the 
point that the chapter would continue its scholarship program but reduce its number to fund this intern.

The intern, preferably a college student or recent graduate, would work for three months or longer on chapter developmental 
projects such as assisting the newsletter editor to make the publication self$su%cient, assuming leadership for the Fall boutique show 
at VJCC, researching and creating a database of past chapter scholarship recipients, and developing a membership campaign.

Position description and qualifications can be discussed with John Saito, Jr. at 323.528.9026 

Email:  johnsaitojr@ca.rr.com

Members of the chapter are encouraged to have anyone apply for this new internship program.

WLA  JACL    ACCEPTING   APPLICATIONS   FOR   SCHOLARSHIPS

The chapter will award their annual scholarship to a deserving high school senior, with a 3.6 or better GPA, planning to attend college 
in the fall.  Local high schools will be receiving this information "check with counselor’s or financial aid o%ce# or you can go on to the 
the JACL National website for information.

The chapter also awards the CHIYO  HATTORI  MEMORIAL  MEDICAL  SCHOLARSHIP to a college student meeting  
the criteria of scholarship and is accepted into or already attending an accredited medical school.  

Applications are now being accepted.   The deadline is April 15, 2009

The JACL National Website has information and an application that can be downloaded.

WWW.JACL.ORG

Please contact:  Jean Shigematsu at 310.207.3688; Email: jshige@earthlink.net 

WLA JACL $ Scholarship Fund $ P.O. Box 251436 $ Los Angeles, CA 90025$9325

2008 Nisei Week Queen ,Jill Hiraizumi "left#, and 
Miss Western LA, Kie Ito "right# dining at the 

Noritake Factory in Nagoya, Japan 

The 2008 Nisei Week Court
Left to right:  Marissa Ishii, Kimberly Kitaura, Lindy 
Fujimoto, Jill Hiraizumi, Kie Ito, and Lisa Takehana

http://WWW.JACL.ORG
mailto:johnsaitojr@ca.rr.com
mailto:johnsaitojr@ca.rr.com
http://WWW.JACL.ORG
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knees were shaking, and I really thought I’d 
faint on the spot!  But, I lived through it!

I gradually became more and more 
comfortable, and really enjoyed it!  I eventually 
made some friends, enjoyed the hiking trails, 
found a church, and started to get involved with 
the Cherry Blossom Festival.  But in April, the 
station made some cutbacks and my position 
was eliminated.  Hmm...what was I going to do 
now?  Well, I had a great letter of 
recommendation and quickly received an o&er 
from another local station.  However, I wanted 
to wait for a di&erent opportunity.  So, I 
decided to take a trip. 

For a month I traveled around Japan, Thailand, 
and Cambodia.  It’s not often that a person gets 
that much time to travel, so I decided to seize 
the moment and go!  I had various friends meet

IN  THE NEWS:  KIMI EVANS  "Miss Western  Los Angeles and  Nisei Week Queen 1994!

Well, it’s 
definitely 
been an 
interesting 
year!  In 
2007, I 
decided to 
pursue my 
dream of 
being a 
weather 
anchor.  It’s 
something 
that I’ve 

wanted to do for over a decade, but 
thought it would be too di%cult to 
achieve.  But, after several life$changing 
moments, I decided to just go for it 
instead of spending my life wondering, 
“What if?”  I realized that life is too 
short and precious to waste.

In the summer of 2007, I made a resume 
tape and went to a journalism 
convention.  In September, I started 
taking meteorology and news writing 
classes, and started an internship.  In 
October, I went to Hawaii and happened 
to have some down time so I made 
appointments with the four news 
stations.  I thought it would be a great 
opportunity to get my tape critiqued, and 
they might even remember me for a job a 
few years down the road.  The interviews 
turned into auditions...then follow up 
auditions.  I ended up spending eight 
days straight at the various news stations.  
I got back to Los Angeles on Thursday.  
On Monday morning, my phone started 
ringing.  I had three stations interested in 
me!  What on earth?  Was it really 
happening?  Apparently, it was!  I packed 
up my house, found a tenant, shipped my 
car, and found myself in Hawaii two 
weeks later!

November 12th, 2007 was my first day at 
KHON in Honolulu.  I trained for about 
a month, learning how to forecast 
weather and make the graphics.  I had an 
IFB "the earpiece# made, practiced in 
front of the chroma key "weather screen#, 
and on December 8th, I did my very first 
live weathercast.  I thought I was going 
to die!!!  My heart was pounding, my 

years# I didn’t get to see all the sights, so this 
was a treat!  Then, I was o& to Thailand 
"Bangkok, Phuket, and Chiang$Mai#, and Siem 
Reap, Cambodia.  After a month of eating 
delicious Asian cuisines, riding an elephant, 
going to a floating village, and seeing one of 
the seven architectural wonders of the world 
"Angkor Wat in Cambodia#, it was time to 
head back to Hawaii.

At the end of July, I attended another 
journalism convention, then stayed in L.A. for 
awhile to interview and spend time with 
friends.  I suddenly found myself in San 
Diego, filling in as a weather anchor!  Due to 
that job, I missed the Nisei Week Festival for 
the first time in 15 years!  I always make it a 
priority to get to the Nisei Week festivities, 
but I thought it might be wise to focus on my 
career at that moment.

In September, I had a meeting with CBS2/
KCAL.  I went in for the meeting with the 
Executive Producer, hoping he’d remember 
me in about five years.  Two weeks later, the 
News Director called and wanted me to come 
in to meet her.  I didn’t know of any job 
openings, so I figured it was another ‘meet 
and greet’ type of thing.  In the meeting, she 

told me to tell her about myself...so I did.  

After we chatted for a while, she said, “ So, 

the position I’m o&ering you is...”  And I just 

fell o& my chair!  What?!  She actually wants 

to hire me?!  What is going on here?!  I didn’t 

even know there was an opening!  She hired 

me to be the fill$in weather anchor!  I started 

training two days later, and within a week I 

was on the air!  What a whirlwind!!  My head 

is still spinning!

Late last October, I went back to Hawaii to 
pack up my things.  Remember, I was just in 
L.A. on vacation, living out of a suitcase 
when all of this happened! I got back to L.A. 
on November 20th, and have been working 
quite a bit since.  The other weather anchors 
get to take vacations, and I get to work...it’s 
a win$win!

I’m not sure what’s in store for me, but I’m 
extremely grateful for this opportunity.  They 
needed a lot of help during the holidays, but 

I don’t know if that’ll be the case later this 
year.  If I get to stay, GREAT!  If not, then 
I’ll take this experience "and some resume 
tape!# to find my way to another position, 
possibly in another city.  But for now, I’m 

enjoying it and feel so blessed!!!

The entire Nisei 

Week experience 

really helped to

prepare me for this.

All of the public

speaking that I 

had to do taught me to think on my feet, 
which comes in handy since I ad$lib when 
I’m on the news. 

I am very grateful to the WLA  JACL and 
Auxiliary and the Venice Japanese 
Community Center, along with the Nisei

Week Festival.  The training that I 

received during my year prepared me for so 

many things in life...interviews, interacting 

with others, public speaking, reaching for my 

goals, etc.  

Thank you for your continued support and 
encouragement!!!

me in  Asia and had a chance to play ‘tour 
guide’ to some friends who flew to Japan.  It 
had been about eight or nine years since my last 
trip to Japan, so it was great to see my relatives!  
I traveled around Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto, and 
Hiroshima.  It was fun to be a tourist for a 
change. When I lived in Japan "for about five 
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PROFILES  OF   THE  2009  WLA  JACL  OFFICERS  AND  BOARD

Jean Shigematsu, President:
Jean and her husband, Steve, were in 
the retail business in Santa Monica and 
W.L.A. for over 40 years.  They had a 
market/liquor store on Pico and also 
operated a nightclub and disco nearby.  
She has been involved in many 
community organizations "member of 
LAUSD School based management 
team, JACL, WLA Community Police 
Advisory Board and the volunteer 
surveillance team, Westside Residents 
Association, on the finance committe 
and board of Asian American Drug 
Abuse Program#.  She helped organize 
and activate the West L.A Chamber of 
Commerce and the Neighborhood 
Council program.  She also sits on the 
WLA Neighborhood Council board.  
Jean has been president of the WLA  
JACL since 1994.

Jack Fujimoto, Membership Chair:
Jack left the presidency of the Japanese 
Institute of Sawtelle and advisor to 
Sawtelle Gakuin to join the JACL Board 
of Directors.  He authored “Sawte"e:  
West Los Angeles’ Japantow#”  for Arcadia 
publishing in 2007.  One of Jack’s 
interests is to continue to focus on 
Sawtelle, its rich heritage and culture, 
that can be nurtured through help by 
members of the WLA chapter of JACL.  
An aging chapter should build a bridge 
to younger members of the community 
to become leaders of community 
organizations.

Jack Nomura, Secretary:
Jack resided in Los Angeles, where his 
parents operated a market, until World 
War II.  Upon the outbreak of WWII 
and the evacuation that followed, he 
and his family eventually relocated to 
Chicago, Illinois.  Following high school 
graduation, served in the U.S. Navy for 
two years, one of which stationed on a 
submarine.  After his military discharge, 
attended and graduated, first from the 

College of Commerce and then the 
College of Law, at De Paul University 

"Chicago#.  He was admitted to the Bar 
of the State of California in 1962 and 
has since been practicing law.  Earlier, 
he was licensed and authorized to 
practice law in the State of Illinois.

Ken Ota, Treasurer:
Ken attended Pasadena City College 
and California State University at Long 
Beach.  He has been in banking for over 
30 years, working at Sumitomo which is  
now California Bank and Trust for 27 
years and currently with Pacific 
Commerce Bank for 5 years. While 
working for Sumitomo Bank, he was 
transferred as Manager to the West Los 
Angeles o%ce in 1994 through June, 
2003.  He joined Pacific Commerce 
Bank in July, 2003, to open the Loan 
Production o%ce on Sawtelle Blvd. and 
the present o%ce on Olympic Blvd. in 
December 2005.  He also once owned a 
fast food restaurant in Pasadena, where 
he lives.  Ken has been a  board member 
and treasurer of the WLA chapter since 
2005.  

John Saito, Jr., Public Relations:
John is pleased to join the board of the 
West L.A. chapter of JACL.  His 
parents, John and Carol Saito, have 
been long$time sta& members of the 
JACL’s Pacific Southwest District 
"PSW# regional o%ce in downtown Los 
Angeles.  His father, John, was the 
regional director during the formative 
and pivotal stages of the redress 
movement $ a campaign that led to 
historic passage of the Civil Liberties 
Act of 1988.  In fact, John Jr.’s first 
paying job was serving as his father’s 
secretary at the JACL o%ce in the 
summer of 1979, a job which he then 
passed o& to his mother, who is now 
entering her 30th year of service for the 
organization.  His current work as 
sports director at the Westside Family 

YMCA puts him right in the hub of the 
West L.A. Nikkei community.  His 
previous work as a writer and editor at 
The Rafu Shimpo gives him an 
appreciation of the long$standing 
history of such organizations as the 
JACL and its desire to stay relevant in 
the community. 

Sandy Toshiyuki, Newsletter Editor:
Sandy is a child of Sawtelle, having 
spent most of her life in or around 
W.L.A..  Her father, John, owned 
Tensho Drugs on Sawtelle for about 40 
years.  She spent a lot of time there 
when she was growing up.  It was one of 
the focal points on the boulevard. 
Before internment, her father’s father 
owned the Miyako Hotel in Little 
Tokyo "at 1st and San Pedro# which had 
a drug store in it, the original Tensho 
Do, where her father worked after 
graduating from USC.  Seems her family 
has always had a sort of J$town 
experience.  She feels that W.L.A. is a 
most unique neighborhood and 
fortunate to have been raised there.  
She attended UCLA, met her husband 
and worked with him at their Marina 
del Restaurant for many years.   At one 
time, the WLA JACL and Auxiliary 
sponsored her to represent them in the 
Nisei Week Festival.  That experience 
made a lasting impression.  Therefore, 
she is pleased to volunteer time to help 
her chapter and the Nisei Week 
Foundation.  She hopes that by 
reinstating the newsletter, the 
membership will feel reconnected to 
their community and support it.

Kiyo Teramaye, Board Director:
Kiyo is an ARCO retiree.  She was the 
first Japanese American to be hired by 
the "then# Richfield Oil Corporation.  
Prior to retirement, for ten years, she 
was in the Equal Opportunity A&airs 
"EOA# Unit of the Corporate Division.  
This unit handled discrimination 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6  
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Winter 2009 Letter 

BY DEPUTY CHIEF TERRY HARA

Happy New Year!  The beginning          
of every year brings with it the joy 
and recommitment of beginning 
anew.  It gives us the opportunity 
to revisit our goals and make new 
pledges for the year to come.  
This is no di&erent for the men 
and women of the Los Angeles 
Police Department "LAPD#.  
This year, the LAPD will focus on 
the continued reduction in crime 
and gang related crime, youth first 
programs and celebrating several 
milestones.
For the last six years, the LAPD 
ha s exper ienced h i s tor ic 
reductions in crime thanks to the 
partnerships developed between 
the police and our community.  It 
has been a valued partnership that 
has produced a safer City and a 
better quality of life for us all.  
Although LAPD recognizes that 
crime is down, we will continue to 

focus our efforts on reducing 
cr ime and gang cr ime even 
further.

2009 is the year of our young 
people, LAPD has made it a 
pr ior i ty to work wi th our 
communities and organizations to 
develop our most important asset; 
our children.  The future of our 
community depends on making 
sure our young people have 
alternatives to the lures of the 
streets. We must invest in our 
children and put youth first.

This year is an exciting time for 
us in the LAPD; we wil l  be 
celebrating our 140th anniversary 
as a Police Department.  This 
milestone will be marked with a 
year full of celebrations and the 
opening of our new state of the 
a r t Po l i ce Admin i s t ra t ion 
Building.  Additionally, 2009 is 
the 100th anniversary of our 
motorcycle patrols and the first 
time in LAPD History that there 
will be a Command Sta& O%cer 
riding a motorcycle.  I am pleased 
to announce that I will be back on 
my police motorcycle as the only 
Deputy Chief to do so.  I look 
forward to meeting you out in the 
community while riding on our 
city streets.  

On behalf of the men and women 
of the LAPD, I wish you a 
prosperous new year.

 

PROFILES: CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

charges.  Since 1986, Kiyo has been 
active within our chapter.  She has been 
Publicity Chair, Recording Secretary, and 
Vice President/Membership Chair "1989 
$ 2008#.  Formerly, the Membership 
Chair did all the recording manually, 
which involved a lot of time and work.  
Now, for about 15 years, membership has 
been centralized by JACL headquarters.

Jean Ushijima, Board Director:
Jean retired as City Clerk of Beverly 
Hills after 22 years on the job.  She has 
served as President of the California 
City Clerks Association, and Western 
Regional Director of the International 
Institute of Municipal Clerks "IIMC#.  
She holds a B.S. degree from University 
of San Francisco, and is a Master 
Municipal Clerk of the IIMC.  Jean has 
served over 15 years as Board Member of 
the WLA JACL and was the President of 
the WLA JACL Auxiliary for 14 years.  
She was at the helm of the Auxiliary’s 

successful boutique shows for many 
years and will help our chapter organize 
the Aki $Fall! Matsuri boutique at the 
VJCC in September 2009.  

James Yamamoto, Board Director:
James has been active in the WLA 
community for many years.  He joined 
the W.L.A. Japanese Community Center, 
at 2110 Corinth Avenue, and has been 
their membership chair since 1997.  He 
also joined and became a board member 
of the WLA JACL. He is always ready to 
help the community with its many 
activities.  He is a steadfast supporter 
because he firmly believes in community 
and this organization’s purpose.

Blake Van Noy, Board Director:
Blake is a Yonsei and has a deep passion 
for Japanese culture which compelled 
him to seek out leadership positions in 
Asian American organizations in high 
school and college, to live in Kyoto for a 

year on fellowship, and to learn as much 
as he could about the circumstances 
surrounding the Japanese American     
internment camps of the 1940s.  His 
grandparents met and fell in love in 
Manzanar.  In college, he was fortunate 
enough to receive several JACL 
scholarships and is eager to actively 
contribute to the organization that so 
generously supported him as a student. 
He is keenly interested to take part in 
the challenging project of venerating the 
traditional institutions of the JACL 
while simultaneously adapting them, 
through the limited scope of the W.L.A. 
chapter, to meet the needs of our 
members in the dynamic flux of 21st 
century American society.  He is also 
interested, on a high level, in the health 
of public discourse in our society, and in 
the processes by which healthy discourse 
can potentially guard against the 
illegitimate use of power by systems of 
authority.  He looks forward to meeting 
you, his fellow members, in 2009 and 
beyond!
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The Sawtelle Project is designed to 
document the evolution of the 

Sawtelle JapanTown community 
through the oral histories of Nikkei.  

For those who wish to be 
interviewed as well as those who 
wish to become interviewers, the 

Project is interested in learning who 
you are.

As described in the poster, if you 
are available to be an interviewee or 
interviewer, please send an e-mail 
to jack.fujimoto@verizon.net or to 
info@sawtellejis.org.  You shall be 

contacted.  

Through your help on this project, 

your work shall

be linked to other valuable websites 
that are focused on discovering 

Nikkei history.

!
SAVE THE DATE: JANUARY 2, 

2010

A reunion of Sawtelle people is being 
planned for Saturday, January 2, 2010.

Venue is secured at the West Los 
Angeles Buddhist Temple, Social Hall.  
Past and present Sawtelle JapanTown 

residents, members/graduates of 
Sawtelle Gakuin, WLA chapter of JACL, 

the several churches, and merchants 
are welcome.

Details have yet to be decided as to 
time, food, program (if any), and 
alternate site if overflow crowds.  

!

Interested persons to help organize 
the affair can contact Ted Tanaka 

(tanaka@tanakaintl.com), Ayako 
Masada (ayashira41@yahoo.com), or 

Jack Fujimoto 
(jack.fujimoto@verizon.net) 

CANDIDATES SOUGHT FOR

MISS WESTERN LOS ANGELES 2009

The West Los Angeles JACL and Venice Japanese Community Center have begun 
their search for candidates to participate in the selection of Miss Western Los Angeles 
2009.  The queen will represent these organizations and areas in the upcoming Nisei 
Week Festivities with a Miss Nisei Week Queen 2009 to be selected in August at the 
Coronation at the Japan America Theatre.

Applicants must be between the age of 19 and not older that 25 on the day of the 
Coronation.  She must be at least half Japanese ancestry.  It is preferable that the 
applicant or the applicant’s family resides in the western area of Los Angeles County.

Please contact one of the following representatives to get information and receive an 
application for consideration:

WLA JACL:  Jean Ushijima "310# 390$6914; jmushi@earthlink.net

Venice JCC:  Delcene Kuwata "310# 391$6175 or Kazie Kame "310# 822$6821

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS FEBRUARY 28, 2009
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Another Favorite Recipe from the JACL WLA  
Auxiliary Cookbook

From East%West Flavors II $ 1977              Amy Nakashima $ Auxiliary

Japanese American Citizens League
West Los Angeles Chapter Newsletter 
P.O. Box 251436
Los Angeles, CA 90025-9325

CHA SHU

2     lbs. pork loin or shoulder, boned

1      piece of  ginger, crushed

3/4   cup water

2      tbsps. shoyu

2      tsps. salt

1       tbsp. sake
          dash of pepper
          red food coloring

Cut the pork into five or six long strips.  Heat the remaining ingredients to 
the boiling point.  Add the meat and boil 20 to 25 minutes with the pan 
covered, using a medium flame under the pan.  Then remove the meat.  
There will be about 1 cup of liquid remaining.

       To the liquid add:
        1      tbsp. sugar

        1      tbsp. shoyu

          1/4    tsp. MSG #optional$

Boil this mixture down to 1/2 cup 
liquid, using a large flame under the 
pan.  Sauce will be of syrup$like 
consistency.  Dip each strip of meat 

in this syrup.  Then broil under the 
broiler, turning constantly.  Dip the 
meat again in the syrup.  Dry under 
the broiler and remove.  Dip meat 
again in the syrup and cool. By this 
time, the syrup will be all used and 
have an appetizing color.  This is a 
moist Cha Shu

Calendar
February 28, 2009

Deadline for Miss Western Los 
Angeles applications for 2009 Nisei Week 

Selection 

April 1, 2009  

Application deadline for WLA JACL 
Chapter Internship Program

April 15, 2009

Application deadline for  WLA JACL 
high school senior college scholarship and 

the Hattori Memorial Medical School 
Scholarship

September 27, 2009

Aki Matsuri Boutique at Venice 
Japanese Community Center

January 2, 2010

Sawtelle Reunion at the West Los 
Angeles Buddhist Temple, Social Hall


