
Japanese American Citizens League
West Los Angeles Chapter

Special Election Edition ~ November 2008

Please take the time to fill in and return the enclosed Election Ballot!  When you return it, we would 
appreciate any comments or suggestions and to include your E-mail address if you have one.  This 
might help us improve communications in the future.  We want to hear from you and are always 
interested in your participation.  The monthly meetings of the WLA JACL Board is every fourth Monday 
of the month at Pacific Commerce Bank (Olympic@Sawtelle Blvd.) at 7:00 P.M.

Early Sawtelle Stories

On Saturday, November 1st, several of our senior WLA senior pioneers came to talk about their involvement 
and activities in the early days of Sawtelle.

From left to right: Cecilia Peck, Jack Fujimoto, Ted 
Tanaka, Dorothy Ikkanda, Tom Ikkanda, Ida Kaisaki, 
Grace Fujimoto, Kay Okitsu, Joe Nagano, Yuki Sakurai, 
Haru Nakata, and Randy Sakamoto

Some nostalgic tales included Joe Naganoʼs story of how 
he lived in Sawtelle, commuted to UCLA where his 
education was cut short by WWII, relocation, and how he 
graduated to find a civil service job with the City of Los 
Angeles to become the “father of the Hyperion Sewage 
Plant” off of LAX.  Tom Ikkanda described his various 
ventures during his 90 years in the Sawtelle community.  
His father opened a nursery here.  Tom followed by 
becoming an engine enthusiast, racing cars and boats, 
repairing them, selling engines, sharing his engine 
knowledge with the boys of Scout Troop 39, and the one 
story that captured the imagination of all, his repair of 
engines for the US Naval Air Service in Northern California 
and having to fly what he repaired because of a shortage of 
test pilots.  And, these repairs were done in “restricted 
zones” that were “off limits” to Nikkei.  

Grace and her sister, Yuki, talked about their parentsʼ market featuring fish at the Toyaʼs Sawtelle Food Market.  The site is now 
Satsuma Gifts operated by Don and Cynthia Sakai.

Walter brought his mother, Kay Okitsu who talked about why she and her sisters became barbers.  One of her sisters, Shizue 
Naramura, sold real estate at Naramura Realty on Sawtelle where Eric Nakamuraʼs Giant Robot is today.

Randy Sakamoto, scion of pioneer Gisuke Sakamoto, showed photographs of early Sawtelle days getting the audience to identify 
some of the faces.  Also, Sugako Maruoto brought photographs which brought back many memories.

These were some of the highlights presented to an audience of 70 persons, many of whom came to listen how the Sawtelle 
community has evolved.

The Center for Psychoanalysis on Sawtelle near LaGrange sponsored this event to get the Sawtelle community to learn more 
about the Center by combining their interests with the book-signing by Jack Fujimoto.

 Brian Asawa Holiday Benefit Concert

Presented by the WLA United Methodist Church
Sunday, November 30th at 3 P.M.

at the Santa Monica United Methodist Church (on 11th Street)

For advance tickets and information:  Call the WLAUMC at (310) 479-1379 ext. 100 or E-mail:  wlaumc@aol.com


