
                                        

BY SANDY TOSHIYUKI

Toy Kataoka Kanegai,  former WLA JACL 
chapter  president, passed away on February 4th,
2009, just two months shy of her 91st birthday.  
For many years, throughout the mid 1950s into 
the late 1990s, Toy and her late husband, George, 
were leaders in the West Los Angeles community.  
They were active JACL chapter members and on 
several occasions took turns serving as President 
of the WLA JACL.  Active in many community 
organizations, Toy was involved in many civic 
activities.  She initiated programs that go on to 
this day.  

She often got the support of city o!cials and made 
things happen.  Toy and George were both known 
for getting things done, rallying support and 
organizing successful fundraisers that benefited the 
Japanese American community.  They were a 
powerful husband and wife team.  Recently, her 
daughter"in"law, Nancy Kanegai, shared Toy’s story 
with me so we could  remember this extraordinary 
woman who dedicated so much time and energy in 
service to our community.  

Toy was the 8th and youngest child of Sokichi and 
Tama Kataoka, who came to this country in 1904.  
They lived in San Francisco, Watsonville, and then 
final ly settled in Los Angeles where they 
established an elegant jewelry shop in Little Tokyo, 
on the corner of First and San Pedro.  The 
Kataokas were active in organizations that focused 
on presenting a positive image of Japanese culture 
and preserving their traditions.  Without a doubt, 
this became an ingrained trait passed on to their 
daughter.  At the age of three, Toy began to study 
Japanese dance and by age six, she was touring 
with the Shojo Kabuki dance troupe.  The dance

troupe was sponsored by her father and her mother 
painstakingly sewed all of Toy’s dance costumes by 
hand.  When Toy was thirteen, she left the troupe 
and decided to focus on her other studies.  

Toy, a straight A student and gifted athlete, 
graduated from Roosevelt High School in 1936.  
She was captain of the softball team, and played 
basketball and volleyball as well.  After graduation, 
she worked in a candy factory and took other odd 
jobs to help her family through the Depression.

Toy was quite adventurous.  In 1939, she wanted to 
go to the World’s Fair in New York.  So, she made 
the arrangements, got on a bus, and went to New 
York.  At twenty"one, she toured the fair all on her 
own.

In 1940, she rejoined the dance troupe and toured 
throughout California on a semi"professional basis.  
In 1941, this came to an abrupt halt with the    
#CONTINUE ON PAGE 2!  
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Toy Kanegai celebrated her 90th birthday in April 2008

Photo from Bruce and Nancy Kanegai
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bombing of Pearl Harbor and President Roosevelt’s 
signing of Executive Order 9066, which forced the 
evacuation of 120,000 U.S. citizens and immigrants 
of Japanese ancestry on the west coast.  At this 
point, Toy was faced with  a di!cult decision. She 
could either follow her fiancé, George Kanegai, to 
his military training camp in Fort Sill, Oklahoma, 
or follow her family to camp.  After qualifying for a 
special travel permit, Toy traveled to OK and 
married George in 1942.  Later she followed 
George to Minneapolis, where he was stationed.  
They made the best of a bad situation, struggling 
to make it on George’s military allowance and her 
low wages.  In December of that year, George was 
deployed to Australia where he spent the next 
three years.  Toy moved to Denver to join her 
brother, Muneo and his family.  She went to work 
in a china shop where she was kept out of sight, in 
the back room, because of anti"Japanese sentiment.  
After the war, George served with the Occupation 
Forces of the U.S. Army in Tokyo. 

Toy and many other wives traveled by boat to join 
their men.  With baby Elaine, they arrived safely in 
Japan and shortly after, baby number two, Bruce, 
arrived.   

In 1951, the Kanegais returned to Los Angeles where 
their third child, Brian, was born.  Two years later, 
they returned to Japan where George served in 
Yokohama.  While he was working, Toy began 
teaching at the preschool on base.  Within two 
years, she was recognized for her leadership skills 
and was chosen to be principal of the school.

While in Japan, Toy studied Japanese dance with 
Sensei Nishizaki Midori in Tokyo.  After six years, 
she became a Natori, took classes from a master doll 
maker and earned her diploma in the art of Ikebana.

In 1956, the Kanegais made it back to Los Angeles 
to settle in the Sawtelle area.  While George was 
working for the Department of Defense, Toy stayed 
busy.  She became an active member of the 
Brockton Avenue Elementary School PTA, serving 
as president, became the den mother of the Weblo 
Scouts, and joined the JACL.  She held several 

positions on the board.  In 1963, she became the 
first female president of the chapter, serving as 
president on at least six di%erent occasions until 
1994.  When she went to her first JACL conference, 
she knew that the men were not happy.  They told 
her to go home. As her daughter"in"law, Nancy, says, 
if you knew Toy, you know that nobody tells Toy to 
go home!

In 1959, Typhoon Vera hit the city of Nagoya.  
Over 5,000 people were killed, and 13,000 were 
injured.  The city was under water and many 
survivors were homeless.  Toy decided to help 
out.  After contacting her councilman, she found 
out that the City of L.A. had no organized relief 
efforts in place.  He simply encouraged her to 
”do what she could”.  Toy made phone calls to 
friends in JACL and the Women’s Auxiliary.  In 
less than a week, overwhelming support poured 
in from local organizations #PTAs, Kiwanis, 
Lions, Optimists, churches, etc.&.  They collected 
clothing, supplies, and '4,000. in cash.

George was chosen to accompany the two planes 
provided by the Marine Corps that carried the 
relief materials to Nagoya.  Later that year, the 
City of Los Angeles formally adopted the 
resolution making Nagoya and Los Angeles sister 
cities.  All of that happened due to Toy’s successful 
relief drive and her just “doing what she could”.  
This year will mark the 50th anniversary of the Los 
Angeles and Nagoya Sister City Association.

In addition to the Los Angeles/Nagoya Sister City 
Associatio!, Toy was instrumental in founding the 
Senior Citizens of West Los Angeles, creating a 
lunch program serving nutritious lunches to 
seniors.  She also taught Creative Living classes, 
crafts, and knitting.  Toy served on the Los 
Angelenas #a group of women volunteers who served 
in the Mayor ’s off ice as hostesses during 
ceremonial functions and visits by foreign 
dignitaries&, the LA Grand Jury, the 1984 Olympics 
as a driver for visiting Olympians, the LA"Nagoya 
Student Exchange  Progra#, and raised funds for 
medical research to benefit the March of Dimes.  
She also gathered health care professionals to 
CONTINUED ON Page 3
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create and organize the first WLA Health Fair in 
1973.  Later, she and George partnered up to create 
the WLA Travel Club and led many tours around 
the world.  Friends and family joined them on 
these great adventures, her favorite " LAS VEGAS!

Over the years, Toy and George kept in touch with 
many of George’s MIS Army friends.   Although she 
was not a veteran, she worked with the men on the 
Nisei Veteran Coordinating Council and contributed to 
the beginning stages of the Japanese America! 
National Museu# #JANM&, serving on the board of 
JANM trustees.  She received many awards, 
including the Order of the Precious Crown, Ripple " 
recognizing her for a lifetime of promoting a 
positive image of the Japanese American.  In 1991, 
she traveled to Japan to personally receive this 
honor and recognition from the Emperor.

Our thanks to Mrs. Nancy Kanegai and the UCLA Nisei 
Project for providing information.
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 What Are They Doing Now?
  Dr. Dawn Yoshioka 

           Miss Western Los Angeles 2002

Why would I ever 
want to participate in 
the Nisei Week Court?  
After all, I grew up 
loving sports, playing 
basketball and acted 
more like a tomboy 
than a pageant queen.  
Well, life definitely has 
a funny way of 
working itself out.

Growing up, I always 
had a path set in my 

mind and I tried my best not to deviate too far from it.  I 
was right on track.  I graduated from UCLA in 2001, 
worked for a year and then was accepted to Southern 
California University of Health Sciences to pursue my 
future career as a Chiropractor and Acupuncturist.

My life was running smoothly, just as planned, until a 
friendly joke became an opportunity of a lifetime.  My gut 
instinct told me that I needed to take a detour o% my 
comfortable path and travel into some uncharted territory.  
I decided to take the big leap.  I deferred my acceptance to 
school and decided to represent the WLA JACL & 
Auxiliary and the Venice Japanese Community Center in 
the 2002"2003 Nisei Week Court.

My experience with Nisei Week was not only a year of fun 
#we managed to have tremendous amounts of fun!&, it was a 
positive, and life changing experience that I will always 
embrace in my heart.  Nisei Week gave me the opportunity 
to learn more about my Japanese American culture, 
volunteer in the community, make lasting friendships but, 
most importantly, it allowed me to focus on ME.  I was 
given the chance to work on my personal weaknesses, as 
well as refine my strengths.  Now days, we are so inundated 
with our jobs, education, family, friends and other life 

commitments that it is nearly impossible to take a step back 
to work on ourselves.  Nisei Week gave me the opportunity 
to do just that.

During our year, we participated in a variety of di%erent 
community events and I watched so many countless 

"CONTINUE on PAGE 5!
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                          Seriously, many of you have 
                                 seen this odd car in our park" 
                                 ing lot and asked many ques" 
                                 tions. Some of you may have 
                                 just shaken your head and 
                                 walked away. Many of you 
                                 laughed. However it may have 
looked to you, it has been interesting to observe 
your reaction to this car that is in need of res" 
cue. It may be similar to bringing home a stray 
dog out of compassion or a sense of responsibility. 
I have several old cars that are in need of tender 
loving care. They were rescued from friends and 
others who had just given up and would have given 
them away, frustrated by seeing them sitting in the 
garage for a number of years. 

This ’52 Chevy has been sitting outside in the 
elements for about 20 years and is overrun with 
dirt and rust. I had been reflecting on this old 
car for a few years, ever since Vance Nishimoto 
and I thought about bringing it to the temple. 
As tired and sick as it is, I am a couple of years 
older than the car, whatever this means. I am 
also clogging the temple garages with these 
cars(hoping that someday they will be as good 
as new and that they will again serve us as they 
should. This is their “carma.” Now I have enough 
karma projects to last ten years. 

So, how will the car be used, once restored? Well, 
I think it would be good fun just to drive it 
around. Practically speaking, it might be nice to 
give guest ministers or VIPs rides in it from the 

airport.  Of course, if they were embarrassed by the 
plastic magnetic signs on the doors, advertising “LA 
Buddhist Temple”, then they would be given the option 
to decline before they arrived an it would not hurt my 
feelings.

I must admit that I have burdened the temple with many 
projects, such as making taiko and using the garage for 
my other hobbies.  The taiko project took a couple of 
years and for the most part it is done, but this new 
project will take much longer.  I am grateful that I can 
fulfill my hobbies here and I hope I am not taking too 
much liberty.  But I do not plan to work on this car 
alone.

Over the years I have found that there are many young 
and older car enthusiasts among the temple membership 
and many indirect #potential& members #children or 
friends of members& who have an interest in old cars as 
well.  I have been urged by these people to start a car 
club to bring them together.  The club will be called the 
West LA Hotrods and will be open to men and women, 
whether you have a car or not.  One young lady 
suggested that it would be very practical to learn how to 
change oil or put on snow chains.  Some have even 
suggested that they could put in some time to help us 
with sanding or using a wrench"""interesting.

I wondered if Shinran Shonin or Shakyamuni Buddha 
would have something to say about this, but I’m sure 
they would have chuckled and just walked away.  Perhaps, 
automobiles can be rescued and be enlightening.  They 
can give us just as much joy as dogs, cats, or other 
salvaged and saved items.  I have other rescued treasues, 
but have not done well with goldfish.  

The following photos are our family rescue members.

Reverend Fumiaki Usuki 

REVEREND USUKI’S CARMA PROJECT:
WEST LA HOTRODS

From the WLA Buddhist Temple " April, 2009 Newsletter

!

Sumi and Mookie ’66 Mustang

What is it?

1952 Chevrolet 
Deluxe 

four"door, six 
cylinder, with three 

on the floor
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volunteers dedicate their time and e%ort.  
These people became my role models and real 
life heroes.  They are the ones making a true 
di%erence in our communities.  

I vowed that one day I would “pay it forward” 
and I am finally at a point in my life where I 
can make this happen.  I am currently 
participating in the Big Sister program and I 
am so excited to give a young girl an 
opportunity to see a di%erent perspective of 
life.

  

In addition to giving back, the biggest lesson I 
learned was how to reach out to people and to 
e%ectively communicate with them.  This has 
shaped me into the person I am today and has 
allowed me to become not only successful in 
my relationships with my family and friends, 
but in my profession.  It is so important for me 
to be able to communicate and connect with 
my patients. I have to understand the pain and 
frustrations they are dealing with.

Now, fast forward to today.  Seven years after 
my experiences with Nisei Week, I am a 
Chiropractor and Acupuncturist.  I have 
established my own Acupuncture business, 
Embrac$ Healing and We%ness in Santa Monica:    
www.embracehealingwell.com 

I have teamed up my Acupuncture business 
with my Chiropractic o!ce, Institute for Spin$ 
and Sports Care, which allows me to provide the 
most thorough and e%ective treatment for all 
my patients.  I truly enjoy what I do and am 
grateful for the ability to reach out to others 
and help them.

As I look back at my experience with Nisei 
Week, I will be forever grateful and indebted 
to all those who have touched my life and have 
made me a better person.  I can now say that 
life is not always a straight path.  Keep your 
eyes open, you just never know where and 
when your next amazing opportunity may arise.

Nisei Week
Fashion Show

Luncheon & Boutique

Sunday, August 2, 2009

Omni Hotel
251 Olive Street

Los Angeles, CA. 90012

featuring the designs of Citron,  kimono, Nutmeg children’s attire, 
and other designers 

f o r i n f o r m at i on :
w w w.n i s e i we e k .o rg

o r c a l l  t h e N i s e i  We e k o f f i ce
(213) 687-7193

http://www.niseiweek.org
http://www.embracehealingwell.com
http://www.embracehealingwell.com
http://www.niseiweek.org
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69th Annual 

NISEI  WEEK 
FESTIVAL

August 15 ~ 23

“A Year of Celebrations”
Japanese cultural & martial 

arts exhibitions, ondo, 
parades, great food and fun

In Los Angeles’

Little Tokyo
For Information

www.niseiweek.org

or call: #213& 687"7193

 

West Los Angeles 
Buddhist Temple

OBON FE STIVAL

get out your happi coats 

or yukatas and grab your 

kachi kachis for dancing

in the street!

it’s odori time!

Saturday, July 25, 2009
5 to 10

Sunday, July 26,2009
3 to 9

2003 Corinth Ave. ,  LA 
90025 

www.wlabt.org

WHAT DO WE WANT SAWTELLE TO BE IN 2020?

 By JACK FUJIMOTO 

!!!!The Los Angeles City Department of Planning has been holding a series 

of community meetings in West Los Angeles.  Being interested in the 
future landscape of the Sawtelle JapanTown community, I have been 
attending several of these sessions, all of which are open to the public.
!!!!The March 14 session had a few of us walk Sawtelle Boulevard from 

Missouri to Olympic noting traffic, cross walks, building signs, height of 
structures, landscaping, along with sidewalk width and comfort.  That was 
a lot of data collected during this two hour walk.  Later, in the critique, the 
Planning Department urban planners wanted general input out of which 
the following were spelled out as desirable in the 2020 community:
!!!!Keep Sawtelle "green"

!!!!Have pedestrian-friendly shopping, residential, and living district

!!!!Integrate development of Sawtelle with the remodel of the Civic  Center

!!!!Reduce Sawtelle Boulevard traffic flow

!!!!Have more parking available through innovative planning including 

working with CalTrans to use Beloit open space
!!!!Designate Sawtelle JapanTown as a historic district  

I urge anyone interested in the future of Sawtelle to get involved in 
the planning process now being conducted by the Los Angeles City 
Planning Department.  More information is available at 
www.cityplanning.lacity.org, or 213-482-7077.

OBON FESTIVAL ON JULY 25-26, 2009 AT 
WLABT

The Chapter is  in the process of 
l ining up volunteers to super vise 

the Bounce House at  this  year ’s 
Obon Festival.  

Community obon dance practices are 
scheduled to start June 11, 7:30 pm, at the 
Buddhist Temple. Street Dancing on La Grange 
starts at 6:30 pm on Saturday and Sunday.
Tosh Ishioka is general chairman.

Saturday night dancing shall be interrupted 
briefly with the introduction of the Western 
LA Nisei Week Queen Candidate and Chief 
Terry Hara. Sunday night is scheduled to have 
the Temple taiko class perform.

http://www.cityplanning.lacity.org
http://www.wlabt.org
http://www.wlabt.org
http://www.cityplanning.lacity.org
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VENICE   JAPANESE   COMMUNITY   CENTER

Summer Fest ival

Saturday and Sunday

June 20 & 21

Miss Western Los Angeles 2009 will be presented on stage

on Saturday, June 20th at 5 PM

12448 Braddock Drive, LA 90066

*7th Annual*
WLA United Methodist 

Church

Golf Tournament 
    

Monday, June 1, 2009

join in the fun, food and fellowship

Sign Up!

Single or group players are welcome   
four person scramble format

California Country Club
Whittier, CA

For Information
Mike Dote: mkdote@yahoo.com

or call WLAUMC
(310) 479-1379

 

At the  Bay  Ci t ie s  Gardeners '  Assoc ia t ion  #BCGA &  sponsored  
Cymbid ium Orch id  and  Bonsa i  exh ib i t  he ld  a t  the  West  Los  
Ange les  Buddhi s t  Temple  on  March  28  and  29 ,  there  were  many  
beaut i fu l  cymbid ium orch ids  on  d i sp lay.   Loca l  g rower  o f  
cymbid ium orch ids  for  3 5year s ,  Ke izaburo  #Kei &  Okamoto ,  had  a  
f i r s t  p r i ze  r ibbon  for  two  o f  h i s  ent r ie s .

In  add i t ion  to  orch id  p lant  sa l e s  and  demonst ra t ions ,  the  two  
day  showing  had  se vera l  we l l  cu l t i va ted  bonsa i  p l ants .

Mrs .  Sh igeko  Iwa sak i  had  a  beaut i fu l  bonsa i  on  d i sp lay.

Annua l l y,  the  Orch id  and  Bonsa i  Depar tment  o f  BCGA act ive l y  
par t i c ipates  in  sponsor ing  the i r  show for  the  community,  u sua l l y  
the  l a s t  weekend  in  March .   A l l  a re  we lcome.  

KEI OKAMOTO'S ORCHIDS WIN FIRST PRIZE

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

"#!$%&'!()$*+,-,

National JACL Membership Chair, Tim Koide, provided the 
membership roster for the West Los Angeles Chapter of JACL.

As of March 1, 2009, the chapter report showed 473 members of 
whom 408 are actives and 65 still to pay dues.

As part of the national campaign to increase membership, the 
task is to increase the membership by one each month in addition 
to urging members with lapsed membership dues to continue 
to support the chapter. 

mailto:mkdote@yahoo.com
mailto:mkdote@yahoo.com
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As a member of the 2008 Nisei Week Court, one of my 
responsibilities is to be a goodwill ambassador for the 
Japanese American community on our official visits to the 
Honolulu, San Francisco, and Seattle Japanese American 
Festivals.

In the last several days I have had the privilege to visit the 
beautiful state of Hawaii for the 57th Cherry Blossom 
Festival.  It is said to be Hawaii’s most popular festival and 
is a great way to celebrate and perpetuate the traditions of 
the Japanese"American culture.   But, this would not be 
possible without all the volunteers and supporters that 
dedicate their time and efforts year after year.  Thank you 
all for your hard work.
)
This trip was special for me because it was my first visit to 
Hawaii. I did not know what to expect, but what I got was 
above and beyond my expectations. From the moment we 
stepped foot on Hawaiian soil, I was always greeted with 
the warmest Aloha. We had a detailed itinerary set out with 
many activities such as visiting Pearl Harbor, hiking up 
Diamond Head and paddle boarding, just to name a few . I 
have made so many memories along with friendships that I 
will carry with me for a lifetime. I am a little sad that the 
trip had to end so soon because I fell in love with Hawaii 
and the people there for teaching me the love and warmth 
of Ohana, but as the saying goes, "time flies when you are 
having fun" :&
Later this spring, is our next goodwill trip to the Northern 
California Cherry Blossom Festival #http://nccbf.org/home/&.        

I will look forward to telling you about that trip in the next 
WLA JACL Newsletter in August.  

I am so excited and blessed to have met and continue to 
cross paths with many people.  My experience with Nisei 
Week has been so phenomenal and I am very proud to be a 
representative of Nisei Week and the West Los Angeles 
Japanese American Citizens League and Auxiliary and the 
Venice Japanese Community Center. )Thank you so much 
for your undying love and support !)

ALOHA from KIE ITO ~ MISS WESTERN LOS ANGELES 2008

The 2008 Nisei Week Court attending the 57th Cherry Blossom Coronation Ball at the Sheraton Waikiki in Honolulu
Left to right:  Marissa Ishii, Kimberly Kitaura, Kie Ito, Queen Jill Hiraizu Hiraizumi, and Lindy Fujimoto

Queen and court at Nishi Hongwanji Temple for the Hospitality Luau 

Left to right:  Lisa Takehana, Marissa Ishii, Queen Jill Hiraizumi, 
Lindy Fujimoto, Kie Ito, and Kimberly Kitaura.

http://nccbf.org/home/
http://nccbf.org/home/


EARTHQUAKE COUNTRY # THE SPLIT    

by Jack Fujimoto

Each day, California experiences several hundred earthquakes during the week.  Since we wanted to explore 
where the San Andreas Fault  might cause the North American plate and Pacific plate to part and thereby, 
let California drift away from North America, we drove to Parkfield, California #between Paso Robles  and 
Coalinga amidst the Temblor Range&.  What a wierd feeling to stand on a bridge where the earthquake 
strike would cause the plates to slip, where Grace and I would be drifting apart east and west.
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SAVE THE DATE: JANUARY 2, 2010

     A reunion of Sawtelle people is being 

 planned for Saturday, January 2, 2010. 

 Venue is secured at the West Los 
 Angeles Buddhist Temple, Social Hall.  
 Past and present Sawtelle JapanTown 
 residents, members/graduates of 
 Sawtelle Gakuin, WLA chapter of JACL, 
 the several churches, and merchants are 

 welcome. 

 Details have yet to be decided as to 
 time, food, program (if any), and 
 alternate site if overflow crowds.  

 Interested persons to help organize 
 the affair can contact Ted Tanaka 
 (tanaka@tanakaintl.com), Ayako 
 Masada (ayashira41@yahoo.com), or 
 Jack Fujimoto 
 (jack.fujimoto@verizon.net) 

SAWTELLE PROJECT 

The Sawtelle Project is designed to 
document the evolution of the 

Sawtelle JapanTown community 
through the oral histories of Nikkei.  

For those who wish to be 
interviewed as well as those who 

wish to become interviewers, the Project is

interested in learning who you are. 

As described in the poster, if you 
are available to be an interviewee or 
interviewer, please send an e-mail 
to jack.fujimoto@verizon.net or to 
info@sawtellejis.org.  You shall be 

contacted.  

Through your help on this project, your work

shall be linked to other valuable websites 

that are focused on discovering 

Nikkei history. 

mailto:info@sawtellejis.org
mailto:tanaka@tanakaintl.com
mailto:tanaka@tanakaintl.com
mailto:ayashira41@yahoo.com
mailto:ayashira41@yahoo.com
mailto:jack.fujimoto@verizon.net
mailto:jack.fujimoto@verizon.net
mailto:jack.fujimoto@verizon.net
mailto:jack.fujimoto@verizon.net
mailto:info@sawtellejis.org


                            

                              Spring News Letter Article

                                                                                                                                                           
The Los Angeles Police Department has a proud tradition of service to our community, and in keeping     
with our yearlong 140th anniversary celebrations, the LAPD recently recognized the many contributions of 
our brave women in blue.  We acknowledged the fact that the LAPD had the nation’s first policewomen, 
the first female air support command pilot and recognized our female command officers, 
including my Assistant Commanding Officer at Operations-West Bureau, Commander Debra McCarthy. 
As a police department, we are proud of these strong women who paved the way and 
serve as role models for many girls and women looking for careers in law enforcement.

Our efforts to work with the community in reducing crime by building strong partnerships 
are in full swing.  Operations-West Bureau has hosted a variety of community events 
including a Spring Carnival at Pacific Division.  The event was a huge success that gave 
the community a safe place to gather, have fun and interact with the men and women of 
the LAPD.  It was nice to see so many families and young people enjoying the festivities 
while accessing crime control information.  We also hosted a Community Police 
Academy where community members had the opportunity to learn about their police 
department and gain a better understanding of what it takes to police our City.  We 
will be hosting additional Community Police Academies throughout the year, and 
I encourage you to take advantage to learn more about the LAPD.  
If you are interested in participating in the future, please call us at (213) 473-0277.          

It gives me great pleasure to be your Chief at Operations-West Bureau and meet with so many of you 
throughout the course of my day.  We are moving in a positive direction, as we continue on working on 
crime reduction to make our community safe for all.  On behalf of the men and women of the LAPD, we 
wish you the best.
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In February, I attended the JACL 
Tri"District Conference in Clovis, 
CA.  You may have already read Floyd 
Mori’s great article in the Pacific 
Citize! on the meeting.  With the 
change to Annual Conventions, that 
was probably the last Tri"District.  
During the conference, Norman 
Mineta accepted an award for Senator 
Daniel Inouye in a downpour of rain.  
We had to take the long route driving 

home because the Grapevine route 
was closed due to snow.

Also in March, I helped with the 
“walk about” with City employees 
working on the WLA Community 
Plan with input on Sawtelle area 
improvement and future building and 
landscaping plans.  Hopefully our 
input will be considered when the 
new community plan is put in place.

West Los Angeles has another 
new Police Captain.  One of the issues 
discussed was an alert on Identity 
Theft issues particularly a%ecting 
seniors in the area.  Also, with our 
new Captain, we have brought back 
the Bike Patrol in the WLA area.  
Hopefully there will be more news for 
the next issue.  Thanks, and please 
feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions:  jshige@earthlink.net or 
310.207.3688

MESSAGE FROM WEST LOS ANGELES JACL CHAPTER PRESIDENT

Jean Shigematsu

from Los Angeles Police Department 

West Bureau  Chief  Terry Hara

Commander Debra McCarthy

Assistant Commanding O!cer

at Operations"West Bureau

mailto:jshige@earthlink.net
mailto:jshige@earthlink.net


Japanese American Citizens League

West Los Angeles Chapter Newsletter

P.O. Box 251436

Los Angeles, CA 90025-9325

Mark your Calendar!

June 1, 2009
WLA Methodist Church

7th Annual Golf Tournament

June 20 & 21, 2009

Venice Japanese Community Center
Summer Festival

July 25 & 26, 2009

WLA Buddhist Temple Obon

August 2, 2009

Nisei Week Fashion Show
Omni Hotel - Los Angeles

August 15 to 23, 2009
Nisei Week Japanese Festival

Little Tokyo

September 27, 2009
WLA JACL Aki Matsuri Boutique

Venice Japanese Community 
Center

January 2, 2010
Sawtelle Community Reunion

WLA Buddhist Temple"Social Hall

Another Favorite Recipe from the

WLA  JACL  AUXILIARY COOKBOOK 

 East ~ West Flavors 11                                                   Toshiko Nakashima; Auxiliary
 

SWEET AND SOUR SPARERIBS

3 to 4 lbs.$ small spareribs

1 Cup$ $ vinegar

$ $ clove of garlic

1/2 Cup$ $ cornstarch

1/2 Cup $$ soy sauce

$ $ oil for frying

1 Cup$ $ sugar

1 Cup$ $ vinegar

1$ $ medium size can of 

$ $ pineapple bits

1$ $ green pepper, 
$ $ cut in 
$ $ oneinch 
$ $ squares

1$ $ stalk of celery, 
$ $ sliced

Cut spareribs into 1 to 1 1/2 inch 
lengths.  Use large sauce pan and add 
spareribs with enough water to 
cover.  Add 1 cup vinegar.  Boil for 10 
to 15 minutes.  Drain well and let 
meat cool.  Grate garlic, add to soy 
sauce and cornstarch and mix 
together in a bowl.  Dip handful of 
spareribs in this mixture.  Deep fat 
fry until golden brown.  Drain.  In 
large frying pan, add sugar, vinegar, 
and liquid from medium size can of 
pineapple bits.  Add spareribs and 
simmer for 45 minutes with cover.  
Add pineapple, green pepper and 
celery, stir and heat for a few 
minutes before serving.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


