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Kie Ito has been selected to represent the WLA JACL & Auxiliary and the Venice Japanese Community Center 
in the 68th annual 2008 Nisei Week Festival.  On August 16th, she will be vying for the title of Nisei Week Queen.  
 
Kie is a petite (5’ / 92 lbs.) twenty one year old, who graduated high school in 2004 and is currently attending 
Cal Poly, Pomona.  She is in her final year, majoring in Communications/Broadcast Journalism and works part 
time as a private tutor in Japanese and English.  She attended Asahi Gakkuen for nine years and can read, 
write and speak Japanese fluently.  In her spare time she volunteers at the Keiro Intermediate Care Facility 
(Boyle Heights) and other Civic organizations.  She enjoys singing, dancing, motorcycle riding, taking acting 
workshops, and interacting with others.  Her ambition is to enter into broadcast journalism or acting, breaking 
away from Asian stereotypes.   

 
Miss Ito lives in Arcadia with her parents, Shijiyo and Genichi Ito, her sister and three dogs.  Her parents came to the United States from Japan.  Kie 
and her younger sister were both born in the Los Angeles area.  Growing up in a very integrated neighborhood and as a true Nisei herself, she is 
anxious to learn more and become apart of the Los Angeles Nikkei community. 
 
Candidates are strictly forewarned of the demands required to enter into this special, once in a lifetime experience.  Kie has shown a sincere and 
dedicated commitment.  She is looking forward to representing us and all the experiences she will have as Miss Western Los Angeles.  The next few 
months will be filled with orientation and training sessions.  Luckily for Miss Ito, she will be tutored by one of the best, our former Miss Western Los 
Angeles, Monika Teuffel, who is the 2007 Nisei Week Queen!     
 
Thank you and Good Luck Kie! 
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On March 2nd, Terry Hara, LAPD’s first Japanese American Commander, was 
promoted to Deputy Chief of our own West Bureau which is one of the largest and 
most diverse districts with approximately 900,000 residents.  It comprises of the WLA 
(1663 Butler Ave.), Pacific Division (12313 Culver Blvd.), Wilshire and Hollywood 
Police Stations.  It also includes the LAX area and Korea Town.          
 
His promotion is a historic event.  Never before has an Asian American risen to this 
command level.  On April 7th, a special badge ceremony was held at the Police 
Academy to celebrate this ground breaking appointment.  It was attended by over 400 
people including many city officials, dignitaries, hundreds of supporters from the Asian 
American communities and a throng of the Department’s rank and file. 

 
Chief Terry Hara graciously granted me time to interview him on March 21st while he was in the midst of his transition from Commander, 
Administrator of the Department’s Employee Relations for the Chief of Police ( managing the day to day employee relations and grievances with the 
Department), to his new position as Deputy Chief.  He was just becoming acquainted with his new command and is very anxious to get to know the 
West LA community.  He expressed his sincere desire to explore Sawtelle Boulevard and asked about the community events we will be having so he 
could visit with us in the near future.    

continued on pg. 2                  
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Terry Hara….continued from pg. 1 
Terry became interested in law enforcement as a Police Explorer Scout.  In 1980, he joined the LAPD and worked various assignments such as 
undercover narcotics (school buy program), uniformed patrol, traffic accident investigator and motor officer.  He worked as Supervisor of Academics 
for Recruit Training; personnel complaint investigator, lieutenant patrol watch commander, Adjutant to the Commanding Officer, Human Resources 
Bureau and Adjutant to the Chief of Staff.  He served assignments in gang units, FBI task force on violent crimes, bomb squads, Asian crime 
investigations...just to name a few.  Upon enlistment, he had hoped to make the rank of Sergeant before retirement.  To be promoted many times 
beyond that and now to be a Deputy Chief was far beyond his aspirations.  Back when he was a recruit, there were only 60 Asian Americans in the 
Department.  Today there are 815, roughly 9% of the force.  Chief Terry hopes that his story and success within the LAPD will be noticed by other 
Asian Americans and people of color and that the Department will reflect the diversity of the City.   
 
With his nearly 30 years in the Department, wearing so many different hats, I asked him what experience stands out in his mind.  He said that his 
wife, Gayle, said that she doesn’t know anyone who loves his job more.  And, he agrees because he has truly enjoyed every assignment that he has 
been involved with and loves being a part of the LAPD.  One of his most satisfying memories was back in the 80’s when he was a young officer.  
Posing as a student, partnering with USC security, he was responsible for the capture of the USC rapist who was victimizing primarily Asian 
American women. 
 
Since he was once Administrator of Academics for Recruitment Training, I asked if there was a difference in the quality of recruits today.  Always the 
diplomat, he related that as in all aspects of today’s society, young adults are very different from when he was a young recruit. They come from a 
very different environment and experience especially with all the electronic input like PCs and iPods so they may have less experience in human 
interaction compared to 30 years ago.  Training in the LAPD is not unlike the challenges in the private sector where customer service, better human 
and community interaction are important matters to address.   
 
                                                                                             Terry lives in Long Beach with his wife Gayle, a City Attorney, their son Mark (16) and 

                                                                                           daughter, Kim (13).  He grew up there with his sister and two brothers (one is his                                                                                  
first met Gayle, he was already                                          identical twin).  He first met Gayle when he was on the job and had not yet received 

his college degree.  He credits her motivation and encouragement in furthering his 
education and his subsequent career success. 
 
Throughout his demanding career, Terry has been an active member of the Japanese 
American community.  He has been involved with his children’s school and athletic 

                                                                                             organizations, served as past President of the Japanese American Optimist Club of LA, 
Vice President of the Nisei Week Foundation and is President Elect (2009) Nisei Week  
Foundation. 

 
                                                                                            Terry Hara has held the trust and confidence of LAPD’s rank and command. His dedication      
                  Photo by Greg Chinn                                            and strong leadership abilities serve the Department and the Asian American community. 
                      Photo by Greg Chinn                                                                  
                                                                                                    Hail to our new Chief! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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How quickly time flies, another year, another month and before you know it, it’s gone.  Since the last issue, we have been working on making sure 
that all the schools have posted the invitations for scholarship awards and the deadline extension for our local applicants to encourage more 
participation.   
 
May 17th is Nikkei Community Day at the Japanese American Cultural and Community Center in Little Tokyo.  JACL will be participating in 
the Health Forum and booth at the event.  The event is at JACCC Plaza on South San Pedro Street, between 2nd and 3rd Streets on Saturday,  
May 17, 2008, between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.   
 
We will meet to award the WLA JACL Scholarship sometime in April (TBD).  We will set the time and place for the Awards Dinner shortly thereafter.  

 
For more information on the W.L.A. Japanese American Citizens League Scholarship Fund 

Contact Jean Shigematsu: 310.207.3688 or email her at jshige@earthlink.net or go to National JACL website:  www.jacl.org 

'
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                                President:  Jean Shigematsu: jshige@earthlink.net      JACL Auxiliary Chair:  Jean Ushijima 
                                Vice President:  Kiyo Teramaye                               Corresponding Secretary:  Dr. Jack Fujimoto 
                                Secretary:  Jack Nomura                                               Publicity:  James Yamamoto  
                                Treasurer:  Ken Ota                                Newsletter Editor:  Sandy Toshiyuki: sanfran508@gmail.com 
 



 3 

'

'

?6%'NK5@)#+,O3%&.'J'D+,4'OP"&.'?*"GG+,'=$+.+".+Q%R'
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>''7$!)/!:#2#2E!
 
Those of us who live in West Los Angeles know all too well the problem of traffic congestion.  It makes those short trips through our community feel 
like long commutes. 
 
Mayor Villaraigosa has set his sites on doing something in an attempt to help alleviate this condition here and in other parts of Los Angeles.  The 
devil is in the details of his proposal.  Like many politicians before him, the Mayor has not thought this proposal through. 
 
The Mayor’s proposal, in a nutshell, is to restripe both streets:  Olympic having four lanes going west and two lanes going east.  Pico 
would have four lanes going east and two lanes going west.  This is to start at the Santa Monica City limits and continue east to La Brea 
Boulevard. 
 
There are several reasons that the local WLA Neighborhood Council, other Neighborhood Councils, community members and local businesses are 
opposed to the Mayor’s proposal.  First, the data being used by the City’s Department of Transportation is flawed by old traffic counts.  Second, the 
small businesses will lose valuable street parking and this could result into spill over parking on the neighboring residential streets, which is already a 
problem in some areas.  Third and perhaps most important to the WLANC is that the proposal treats these two boulevards like they are the same for 
the entire 6 -7 miles planned.  Olympic at Barrington is completely different than Olympic at Fairfax or La Cienega or even at Robertson. 
 
In our local community, west of the 405 Freeway, the problems start in the City of Santa Monica.  This is not the case in other parts of the city.  The 
City of Santa Monica has about 85,000 residents, but there are about 167,000 workers, which is at least 80,000 commuters that are coming into and 
leaving Santa Monica every weekday.  This mass exodus at the end of the day has only so many directions to leave Santa Monica.  Most of the 
commuters will head east on Olympic or Pico, right through our community.   
 
The Mayor’s proposal will make the traffic currently using Olympic, the boulevard with the biggest developments, the most cars leaving Santa Monica 
and WLA move south to Pico which is a smaller, more congested, less accommodating east bound route.  This is supposed to improve the traffic.  
What do you think? 
 
This proposal is currently on hold because the WLA Chamber of Commerce has filed a lawsuit to stop the proposal on numerous grounds.  This 
case was scheduled to go to court on 4-9-08.  There are a few different things that may happen:  Either the City and Mayor will get their way and the 
proposal will get pushed through or more studies will be required. 
 
I was a part of a round table group of Neighborhood Council board members, DOT officials, and the Mayor’s representatives that met 5 times over 
about 5 weeks.  These meetings were designed to allow input from all parties concerned about the affects of this proposal.  The problem is that the 
Mayor’s office didn’t really seem to like or care about what the citizens were saying.  Needless to say, the proposal hasn’t changed much.   
 
Simply put, our elected politicians and the DOT have neglected this problem for years.  The DOT has admitted it has not studied all aspects of the 
affects of this proposal.  LADOT also admitted they have not tried all the traditional methods used to improve traffic.  Further, they stated that these 
new methods have never been used before, not anywhere, so Los Angeles traffic must be a good place to start. 
 
The cities of Santa Monica and Beverly Hills have not been consulted nor do they believe the plan will really work.  Unfortunately, the Mayor again 
does not seem to care. 
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This article was submitted for our newsletter prior to the scheduled April 9, 2008 court hearing on this proposal.  Should the proposal get 
tabled again, we will try to follow up on this in the upcoming issue. 

'

'

'

'
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This church has been part of the West Los Angeles community since 1930 when it began meeting at the Veteran’s Memorial Hall on Beloit Avenue 
and then at a lumber yard building on Sawtelle Boulevard.  In 1936, our current church site was purchased.  A two-story dwelling served as 
parsonage and chapel.  In 1957, our current sanctuary was built.  It is now over 50 years old and the wood and stucco structure is in dire need of 
major repairs.  Plans for a renovation are in the City Planning Office for review.  Hopefully, we will begin the project in June and will be finished next 
year. 
 
You may have noticed that there is construction going on in the back of the church property.  We are building a new parsonage which is housing for 
the pastor of the church.  The project will take about a year to complete.  Although we did not plan for two projects to be going on simultaneously, 
that’s what is happening so we are doing our best to cope with the situation. 
 
In the meantime, we are in the midst of a capital campaign to raise funds for these projects.  We want to continue to raise funds for these projects.  
We want to be a presence in this community so keeping the facility safe and in good condition is essential.  We are planning to have our usual 
events this year.  Hopefully, the construction will allow us to proceed as usual. 
 

Vacation Bible School – August 11-15 
Annual Bazaar - Saturday, September 20th 

Holiday Craft Boutique – Saturday, November 8th 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to share what’s happening in our church.  If you have questions or comments, feel free to contact me at:  
revwlaumc@aol.com 
 
Reverend Gail Nakamura Messner 
Senior Pastor 
West Los Angeles United Methodist Church 
1913 Purdue Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90025 
(310) 479.1379 
Website:  www.wlaumc.org 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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WLA chapter membership count, as of the month ending October 2007, is 421.  It is the largest membership in the Pacific Southwest 
District.   
 
As the WLA Chapter demographic is changing, we would appreciate your help in recruiting new members either by word of mouth or in giving a 
membership as a gift to your friends or relatives.  This is especially true with your younger relations.  Their involvement would be of great benefit in 
keeping this important organization vital. 
 
WLA Chapter Dues are: 
 Individual:  $64 
 Couple/Family:  $110 
 Student/Youth:  $30 
 
JACL Membership is centralized, dues may be submitted directly to: 
 JACL NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
 Membership Department 
 P.O. Box 45397 
 San Francisco, CA 94145-0397 
 
Your membership dues are effective from the month you join for one year.  Renewal notices will be sent to you from the headquarters. 
 
New members can specify that they are joining the WLA Chapter.  You will receive Pacific Citizen, a semi-monthly publication of the National JACL.  

For further information you may go to the website: www.jacl.org or call Kiyo Teramaye :  (310) 478.7678 

'
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To the excellent readership of the Westside Japanese American Citizens League, I offer my most heartfelt wishes for wellness and excellence. 
 
I am deeply grateful for all that the JACL has done and continues to do to support our diverse communities across the country.  The JACL has also 
done much to support me personally over the years, and so I would like to humbly invite you, my fellow members, to join me in exploring some 
issues that have recently captured my thoughts. 
 
Larry Grant (JACL National VP of Membership) wrote an article in the April 4-17 edition of the Pacific Citizen on the JACL membership crises.  The 
crises seems to have roots in the shifting demographics of the Japanese American community in terms of both the increasing average age of 
members and the increasing average degree of assimilation of members into the nebulous “mainstream” of American culture.  In any case, Mr. Grant 
suggested a great, common-sense solution:  all current JACL members can reach out to friends, family and community in order to recruit more 
members. 
 
I think Mr. Grant has an excellent idea, and yet complexities emerge when I consider putting it into action.  For example, in order to recruit my friends 
and family to join, I will need to have a detailed discussion with them about the value of membership.  To be perfectly honest, this presents me with a 
challenge.  I am sort of embarrassed to admit this, but the honest truth is that I do not have a clear concept of what JACL membership means to me, 
let alone what it would mean to somebody I set out to recruit.  Perhaps my lack of clarity means that I am derelict in my duties as a JACL member, or 
perhaps it is symptomatic of a wider phenomenon.  I do not pretend to know the answers, and I hope these words will not be interpreted as harsh or 
judgmental, as I certainly do not intend them to be so. 
 
The JACL mission statement advocates the protection of civil and human rights, the struggle against discrimination and racism, and the goal of 
promoting and preserving our cultural heritage through education.  These are fantastic goals!  Yet it seems to me that our local Westside Regional 
Chapter does not currently provide many opportunities to work with fellow members, and with the greater community, to realize the vision of the 
national organization through local channels. 
 
My own belief is that open conversation and rigorous discourse are indispensable to any healthy institution, especially one that aims to achieve 
social change.  Therefore, I would personally love to create more opportunities to engage with local membership and with members of our local 
community in open conversation in order to define a set of inspiring goals for our organization, and to execute a plan to realize our vision. 
 
In order to facilitate this process, I would like to offer some questions for consideration: 
 

• What does JACL membership mean to you? 
• What aspects of JACL membership do you love the most? 
• What aspects of JACL membership would you like to change/improve?  How? 
• What are the needs of the local Westside Community?  How can JACL positively contribute to meeting those 

needs? 
• How can the local Westside Regional Chapter effectively contribute to overcoming the “crises of membership?” 

 
If anybody feels the desire to respond to any of these questions, please feel free to contact 

Blake Van Noy:  blake.vannoy@gmail.com ; 11121 Queensland Ave., Unit A5, Los Angeles, CA 90034 
 Sandy Toshiyuki:  sanfran508@gmail.com 

    
JACL/ West Los Angeles Chapter 

PO Box 251436 
Los Angeles, CA 90025-9325 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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This Newsletter is three issues old.  I hope that you find it of interest and that it helps you to get in touch with some of the things that involve our 
community.  If you have been reading it, you might have noticed an ongoing message; the desire to reinvigorate membership and grow participation.  
This is not only in regard to the JACL, but in all the WLA Centers that serve the people who live here.  The WLA Chapter has a large and diverse 
membership.  It is unfortunate that there are so few new persons offering to carry on with the business of keeping the cultural and community 
activities alive.  Today, a lot of people are looking to build community; some buy into a gated one or join clubs. Our community already has some 
well established organizations, mostly done by the Nisei.  Do you want to see these organizations stay, change or go away?  We seem to be at a 
crossroads and would like to hear from you. 
 

You may send your suggestions, ideas and comments to:  Sandy Toshiyuki:  508 Altair Place, Venice, CA. 90291 
 Email: sanfran508@gmail.com 
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Bylaws are the rules and the regulations set forth by an organization for its own government and that of its members, directors and officers. 
 
Throughout the years, the West Los Angeles Chapter of the JACL has been regulating and managing its internal affairs pursuant to Chapter Bylaws. 
From time to time, a summary of a section of such Bylaws will be presented in an issue of our Chapter Newsletter starting with this issue concerning 
members as follows:                                                                                                                                               
 
 (1) Any person or organization interested in the objectives of the JACL shall be eligible for membership. 
 
 (2) Each member shall be entitled to one (1) vote on each matter submitted to a vote of the members. 
 
 (3) The officers and directors of the Chapter shall be elected by the members and such election by members may be conducted  
  by mail in such manner as the Board of Directors shall determine. 
 
 (4) A member may vote by proxy executed in writing by the member or his duly authorized attorney-in-fact.  No proxy shall be 
  valid after eleven months from the date of its execution, unless otherwise provided in the proxy. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

'
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From left to right:  Dr. Jack Fujimoto, Kay Ige, Keiko Mochizuki, Councilman Bill Rosendahl and Harry Hiroshi Kobayashi 

(Photo by Robert Hara) 
 
On February 10, 2008, the Japanese Institute of Sawtelle hosted the annual New Year’s Party (Shinnen Enkai) and Senior’s Recognition Day  
(Keiro Kai) honoring Seniors celebrating their 80th or 90th year.  The annual tradition kicked off 2008, the Year of the Rat. The event was emceed by 
the Master of Ceremonies and JIS President, Scott Fujimoto.  There was a ceremonial procession of the Colors by Boy Scout Troop 39, a 
delicious bento lunch and entertainment provided by dancers from Hanayagi Rokumiye, the Venice Community Center’s Ukulele Group, and 
hula dancers, Kayley Nishimoto and Erica Tokirio.  Councilman Bill Rosendahl was in jovial form as he presented each of our Senior Honorees 
with a City Certificate of Recognition.  Mr. Harry Hiroshi Kobayashi (pictured at far right), turns 90 this year, he is a long time standing director of 
the Japanese Institute of Sawtelle.   
 
Congratulations and Thank You to our Honorees! 
 

'
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Sawtelle Nikkei Hopes 

 
 
It took me 16 years to reorganize the Japanese Institute of Sawtelle (JIS) into a non-profit organization.  JIS now includes the Sawtelle Gakuin, 
one of the few private Japanese language schools continuing to grow and having strong Sawtelle roots.  Miwa Takahashi and her 15 teachers do 
marvelous work with more than 140 students in the Japanese language.   
 
In 2005, it was time for me to step down and relinquish the leadership of JIS and the Gakuin to younger Nikkei with strong community ties.  
Fortunately, there are several younger people who have stepped forward to give the Sawtelle Nikkei community a boost.  Among them are Scott 
Fujimoto of Sawtelle Kendo, Judy Okita of West Los Angeles Youth Group, Bob Hara from the Sawtelle Fisherman’s network, Eric 
Nakamura of Giant Robot, and Jim Okabayashi of Boy Scout Troop 39. 
 
Scott is the grandson of Bob and late Helen Fujimoto, who operated Bob’s Shell Service many years ago, Scott is also related to the Sawtelle 
icon, Yamaguchi’s.  As Scott tells me, he wants to keep the Sawtelle Nikkei presence alive by not only being President of the Japanese Institute of 
Sawtelle, but also retain the legacy of Torataro Nakabara and Sawtelle Kendo. 
 
Judy Okita is the daughter of the late Bob and Tomiko Iwamoto, who operated Safe and Save Market on Sawtelle Boulevard.  Judy is one of the 
mainstays of the WLA Youth Club along with Doug Kato, Mary Woo, Monica Sato and others.  Their annual WLA Invitational Basketball 
Tournament in April brings several hundred youngsters to Sawtelle which, once again, reinforces a Sawtelle Nikkei connection.  
Bob Hara is the son of Mike and Setsuko Hara, longtime WLA residents.  Bob is a fisherman and as such, works closely with Mike Naoye of Bob’s 
Sporting Goods featuring great rods and reels in Sawtelle’s Japantown. 
 
Eric Nakamura is one of the young entrepreneurs spreading Sawtelle through his Giant Robot enterprise in Japantown.  He is branching out in 
New York and London. 
 
Jim Okabayashi is the new Treasurer of JIS in addition to being Assistant Scoutmaster.  His father, Frank Okabayashi, was a long time President 
of JIS in its redevelopment days. 
 
Now with this nucleus of younger leaders, the future of Sawtelle’s Nikkei presence in Japantown should be secure.  What about the 
presence of younger leaders in predominantly Nikkei Groups such as the WLA Chapter of JACL?  What are we doing to secure our future 
as a viable organization? 
!
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BROCCOLI SALAD 
'

        3 large stems of broccoli                                                               Dressing:    4 tbsps. Vinegar 
        ! to " lb. small shrimps (depending on size)                                                  2 tbsps. Sugar 
        ! pkg. harusame (bean thread noodles)                                                          1 !  tsps. Salt 
        1 piece ginger (according to taste)                                                                    2 tbsps. Salad oil (if you like sesame oil, a couple of drops                                 
                                                                                                                                         can be added) 
                                                                                                                                       Pepper 
                                                                                                                                       MSG (optional) 
 
 
Boil broccoli in salted water.  Split into “slim” pieces, Shell and devein the shrimps.  Boil quickly in well salted water.  Cook harusame as directed on 
package.  Cut ginger into very small strips.  Soak in water for one minute, drain well.  Cool ingredients, mix together and toss with dressing. 

 
Haru Nakata, WLA Auxiliary 
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The Hara Family: Mike, Bob, Todd and Ben Hara 
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Hello Sports Fans 
 
The JACL asked me to write some articles for their Newsletter.  “Can you put something together/write an article for Bob’s Sporting Goods or for 
the Fishing Club you’re putting together for West LA?”  I thought this would be a piece of cake since I already write a Newsletter for Bob’s Sporting 
Goods.  “No worries.  You can count on me…….”    
 
Man, I have been going into the shop and fishing with the regulars since I was a little kid.  It was either surf fishing for Perch out at Zuma Beach, or a 
day of fishing on the Santa Monica Barge with my Dad, or doing the overnight Albacore fishing trips in the 70’s in San Diego on either the Mustang or 
the Fortune. I got a ton of material to write about…then I realized I had too much to write about.  I found myself stumped getting this article 
started……I then came up with an idea. 
 
Fishing has always been a really big part of my life.  Ever since I was a little kid, my Pops would take me on weekend trips up and down the coast of 
Southern California.  It turns out that I represent the 3rd Generation of Hara fishermen here in CA.  My grandfather (Ben Hara) and my father (Mike 
Hara) were both avid ocean fishermen.  It was one of those “Buddha Head” things.  Back in the day it seemed like most Japanese folks were really 
involved with fishing.  Fresh and Salt Water Fishing was the Hip thing to do if you were a Japanese American. 
 
Fishing for our parents and grandparents was really more of the “Hunter/Gathering” deal where the Angler would come home with their pile of fish 
after a day of fishing, clean them in the backyard, wrap up the filets in the Rafu Shimpo, and hand out the cut fish to friends and family in the 
neighborhood.  The entire family and sometimes neighborhoods would get involved in the fish cleaning process.  All of the families were excited 
when Tuna was in season.  Sashimi!!!!!! 
 
As I grew older, my fishing trips became more adventurous.  I made a trip to the Klamath River to fish Salmon with my folks in the 80’s.  In the 90’s I 
went on a number of camping/fishing trips with my brother and college friends down to Magdalena Bay in Baja CA.  I also started to fish pretty 
regularly from my Kayak off the Coast of Southern California.  I joined the Fred Fukunaga Charter Group fishing on their annual trips on the 
Conquest and Pegasus (and I still go with the group for the past 16 years).   
 
Eventually, I made my way onto the Long Range Fishing Boats and was immediately hooked on the multi day trips.  It all started with my first 5 day 
trip aboard the American Angler out of Point Loma, CA.  It opened my eyes to a new style of offshore fishing on a beautiful boat.  Fishing for Large 
Yellowtail and Giant Yellowfin Tuna was right up my alley.  This is probably the number one reason why I did not get married until I was 43 
years old to my lovely wife Jessica!!!!! 
 
The trips might have changed, but the “Ohana Spirit” continues in my life (Ohana - “Family or In the Family” in the Hawaiian Culture).  I love to come 
home and hand out the bags of fliets to my family and friends.  My favorite thing to do is to invite my cilents over to our house for Sashimi Dinner 
after a good catch.  “All you can eat my friends.” 
 
My mom turns out to be my Number One Fan and the most popular Mom in WLA during the fishing season.    She will call her friends and have them 
swing by her house to pick up fish from my trips. A week or so later, my mom would call me to let me know she had some gifts for me from her 
friends.   Stuff like a bag of oranges, a sack of rice, some persimmons, and the random calendar from a local nursery or lawnmower shop.  You can 
always use a calendar, right? 

Continued on Pg. 9… 
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3 Generations of Fishing continued from pg. 8 
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Bob Hara and Captain Brian Kiyohara 

 
Several years ago aboard the American Angler, Capt. Brian Kiyohara and I had a discussion about the good ole days of fishing in the 80’s & 90’s in 
So.CA.   Born and raised on the Eastside (Monterrey Park), Brian worked in the San Diego Sportfishing industry pretty much his entire teenage and 
adult life. Starting out as a deckhand on overnight boats like the Mustang, New Hustler II, and the Cherokee Geisha, Brian moved over to the Long 
Range Boats where he eventually became Captain on the Royal Polaris. Kiyohara worked with a number of notable JA Captains in the San Diego 
Fleet – Taka Tanaka, George Mio, Steve and Danny Kadota, and Steve Tanaka to name a few.  What an All Star group of fishermen. 
 
After many years on the Royal, Brian made the move with his partner Capt. Sam Patella and acquired the Pacific Queen. After several more years, 
Brian and Sam went “All In” and acquired the 95 ft. American Angler.   Today, they run one of the best operations in the Long Range Fleet.   
 
With all of Brian’s success, there was one question that was always on his mind. “So what happened to all of the Budda-head Anglers Bob? They 
used to come down to SD by the truckload, especially during a good Albacore Run.”  Involved with the Sportfishing Industry for over 20 years, Brian 
has seen a significant decline in JA Anglers in recent times.  He noticed over the years that  the fancy Bento Boxes JA groups would bring on the 

trips(usually filled with Sesame Chicken and Riceballs)slowly turned into store bought buckets of Fried Chicken and Breakfast Burritos. “I remember 
those boxes were always wrapped with a fancy scarf.  Do you remember that?”  There were a number of JA Fishing groups like the Sportfishers, the 
Kingfishers, Seinan, Harbor Anglers, Eastside Rod and Reel, the San Fernando Valley Japanese American Anglers and Fred Fukunaga Group. 
 
Are they all golfing these days??  Do they still drive lowered cars like Datsun 510s and cruise around carnivals?? I‘ve been on the boats for so long I 
don’t know what is happening back in my hood.   So where did all of the Japanese Anglers go?” 
 
We talked about it for a while and came up with one conclusion.  Fishing was one of the most popular things our Westcoast parents and 
grandparents loved to do.  Back when our parents were younger, they really did’nt have the choices for other outdoor activities given the events that 
had occurred in 1940’s with World War II.  Over the years, Japanese Americans have successfully assimilated into the American Culture and 
expanded to alternative outdoor activities like Basketball, Baseball, Volleyball, and yes Golf.  The oldtimers are still coming out and fishing their 
hearts out, but there is a noticeable decline each and every year.  The real answer is the sport, or as Brian described “The Tradition” of fishing was 
really not passed on to their kids.   
 
I really don’t have an answer to Brian’s question.  There are so many factors in today’s society that have diluted the gene pool of Japanese American 
Anglers.  It is really hard to come up with one true answer to the question.   
 
That is one of the reasons we decided to start up the West LA Fishing Club.  What a great way to keep the tradition of fishing alive and pass along 
our love for the sport to the next generation.  The club will also be a great way to keep in contact with your fishng buds and friends from the past.  
The club will host meetings, set up trips, organize fishing derbies, and most importantly plans to give back to the community.  In keeping with the 
Ohana Spirit, I really want to set up a program where we can donate some the of the fish we catch to local retirement homes in the area. It would be 
our way of saying “Thanks” to the oldtimers who built our community. 
 
The formation of the Club is in the works. We’ll keep everyone posted on our progress. “Uncle Sam” says all Non-Profit organizations must be 
registerd with the government and file all the necessary paperwork.  We’ve been working on putting our documents together and finding it is a great 
deal of hard work.    But as my parents once said,  “Who said life is easy”.    
 
In the meantime, check out our NewsLetter at www.BSGNEWS.com . I will keep you in the loop with our progress on obtaining our Non-Profit status 
and hope to start up the club soon. 
 
Signing off for now…. 
Bob Hara 
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VENICE JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER 
12448 Braddock Dr., LA 90066; Phone:  310-822-8885:  www.vjcc.com 

   Memorial Day Nikkei Monument Services:  Mon. May 26th at Woodlawn Cemetery in Santa Monica on Pico Blvd.  @ 14th St.  
                                             Christian service at 9 a.m.:  Buddhist service at 10 a.m. 

   Annual Summer Festival:  Sat. June 21st noon to 10 p.m. & Sun. June 22nd 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
                                             Cultural exhibits, outdoor ondo dances, games, food, stage performances.  Admission is free. 

   RAP Arts & Crafts Fair:  Sat. July 12th 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.:  Many vendors with clothing, food, arts and craft items.  Admission is free. 

 

WEST LOS ANGELES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1913 Purdue Ave., WLA 90025; Phone:  310-479-1379:  www.wlamuc.org 
                   Annual Bazaar:  Sat. September 20th 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; entertainment, foods, plants, produce, displays and exhibits.  Admission is free.              
                 Holiday Boutique: Sat. November 8th 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; handmade gift items:  (may include) clothing, purses, aprons, stationery,                                                                   
                                              decorative items, etc.  Admission is free. 
 

WEST LOS ANGELES BUDDHIST TEMPLE 
2003 Corinth Ave.  WLA 90025; Phone:  310-477-7274:  www.wlabt.org 
                  June Yard Sale:  Sat. June 21st 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The yard sale is a benefit for the monthly (last Monday of every month) 80+ Luncheon      
                                    Program for Temple Members.  Your discards may be someone else’s treasures:  such as small appliances, tools, 
                                               clothing. No large TVs , mattresses or computers.   Please contact the temple M-F; 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. for drop off info. 
                  Obon Festival:    Sat. July 26th 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. and Sun. July 27th 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
                                Ondo street dancing 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Taiko drummers Sat. 5:30 p.m. & Sun. 4 p.m. 
                                               Food, games, bonsai and ikebana exhibits.  Admission is free.  
 

JAPANESE INSTITUTE OF SAWTELLE 
2110 Corinth Ave. WLA 90025 www.Sawtellejis.org or Scott Fujimoto at 310-815-1907 
Board Meetings are the 4th Thursday of each month, Institute Room 2. You are welcome to attend. 
                  Senior Lunch Program:  Mon-Fri 11 a.m. 
             Troop 39 Court of Honor:  Sat. June 14th at 6 p.m. 

  

WEST LOS ANGELES CHAPTER OF JACL  
Board meetings are held at 7 P.M. on the 4th Monday of each month at Pacific Commerce Bank; 11300 Olympic Blvd. (at Sawtelle), WLA 
90064.  Contact: Jean Shigematsu at (310) 207-3688 or jshige@earthlink.net.  Sandy Toshiyuki at (310) 399-4526 or sanfran508@gmail.com   
Your participation is welcome.   
  

NISEI WEEK FASHION SHOW & BOUTIQUE LUNCHEON 
Omni Hotel Los Angeles: 251 Olive Street.  Sunday, May 18th:   Boutique at 10:30 a.m. / Luncheon and Fashion Event at 11:30 a.m.  Fashions 
of world acclaimed designers Anne Namba and Peter Lai will be showcased on the runway by a bevy of former Nisei Week Queens.  The coveted 
fashions of Mimi and Maggie for the younger set will be modeled by the daughters and grand-daughters of our former queens.  For ticket information:  
niseiweekfestival@yahoo.com or (213) 687-7193 (Nisei Week Office) or Sandy Toshiyuki at (310) 399-4526. 
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At the February 2008 meeting, the “Auxiliary” voted to cancel the upcoming Aki Matsuri Boutique.  This popular annual fundraising event is usually 
held at the Venice Japanese American Community Center the last Sunday in September.   
 
This year is the 50th anniversary of the founding of the West Los Angeles JACL Auxiliary and the remaining members have long discussed 
commemorating the anniversary.  It is anticipated for the event to be held sometime this summer or fall, and planning is taking place on the specifics. 
 
Former Auxiliary Presidents and former members will be invited to attend, and they are requested to contact any of the Auxiliary members so we will 
have their address and telephone numbers available for invitations to be sent.   
 

Jean Ushijima 
WLA JACL Auxiliary President 

 

'
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It’s not everyday that you meet new people, instantly feel like family, and miss them terribly after only knowing them for one week!  Every year, the 
Nisei Week Court, chaperones, court members’ families and Nisei Week Hospitality Committee members are welcomed to the Hawaii Cherry 
Blossom Festival as if it were a huge family reunion.  For many of us, however, this was our first time meeting the Hawaii CBF Hospitality Committee 
members and we could not believe that a group of volunteers could share so much aloha spirit with a group of strangers. We were “warned” months 
earlier that this trip would be unforgettable and that the people we would meet would be unbelievably gracious hosts; but none of us could truly 
understand the special bond between our Los Angeles Nisei Week “family” and the Hawaii Cherry Blossom Festival “ohana” (“family”) until we were 
able to experience it firsthand.  
 
I can only begin to imagine the intense amount of time and commitment that went into the coordination of our visit. After all, not only was this an 
opportunity to visit our Hawaiian sister festival and welcome the new 56th Hawaii Cherry Blossom Festival Court, but it was valuable time to bond 
with the other visiting courts from our sister festivals, the Northern California Cherry Blossom Festival and the Greater Seattle Japanese Community 
Scholarship Program. It’s amazing to me that they are able to host all three cities’ delegations at the same time every year (and so successfully)! It 
didn’t matter to them where we wanted to go, what we wanted to eat, how far or at what time—our dedicated hosts catered to each and every one of 
our needs. This was, of course, in addition to the fun-filled and well-organized itinerary already mapped out for us with only the best places for 
eating, entertainment, sightseeing and shopping. Needless to say…none of us were looking forward to the end of the week when we would have to 
return home and float back down to reality! 
 
Moreover, it was all of the small things that touched our hearts and truly made this trip so special. The day we arrived, we were showered with leis 
and hugs. They surprised us midweek with a slideshow presentation that included photos from the trip up to that point, and that took two days (and 
one all-nighter!) to create. When we wanted to stay out late on Saturday night for a “girls’ night out”, they insisted on staying up so that they could 
drive us home in the middle of the night. When we mentioned that we’ve never tried surfing, a favor was called into a friend so that we could be 
treated to one-on-one lessons. Their photographer even brought along a special telephoto lens just so that we would have shots of ourselves 
catching the waves. 

 
…continued on pg. 12 
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Nisei Week Queen & Court continued from pg.11 

 
And the day we departed, we were again showered with leis and hugs (and spam musubi for the road!)…and there were tears on both sides. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A million “mahalos” (“thank yous”) to our ohana in Hawaii. I am so excited for this tradition to continue strongly for many more years to come so that 
others can gain as many lifelong memories as we have.                                        
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